INTRODUCTION

VOCAL CONNECTIONS Music Reading Exercises provide “visual immersion”
in the chords practiced with AUDIO LESSONS and GRIDS in VOCAL
CONNECTIONS. In these exercises, chords are transferred to the staff; also,
students practice the transition from “chordal” to “stepwise” reading.

Section I of the exercises focuses on tonic chord melodies; Section II on tonic
and dominant chord melodies; Section III on tonic, dominant and subdominant
chord melodies; and, Section IV provides melodies for additional practice.

The music reading exercises are provided in two Major keys and two minor keys.
It is essential that students see that the “do” and “1a” positions are not stationaty,
or fixed, that “do” and “la” are movable. The keys of the exercises have been
chosen solely for their singability. The three minors, natural/aeolian, melodic,

and harmonic, are used interchangeably, and without fanfare.

The INTRODUCTORY PATTERN (LP.) preceding each group of melodies
presents all pitches to be used in the succeeding exercises. Students should sing
the melodic patterns and then sing the chord(s). In the INTRODUCTORY
PATTERN (1.P.), each chord (tenic, dominant, and subdominant) is presented in
its ownvisual context: tonic chord tones are filled in - @; dominant chord tones
display a diagonal slash - ¢ ; and subdominant chord tones are placed in a box -
. It is hoped that these visual “signals” will contribute to the students’
understanding of the three primary chords in Major and minor tonalities.

Aword about RHYTHM. The thrust of VOCAL CONNECTIONS is tonal audiation
and reading. Just as the contrasting of Major and minor tonalities facilitates
learning, the use of contrasting meters fosters rhythmic understanding, The
VOCAL CONNECTIONS Music Reading Exercises attempt to escape the
“quarter note = one beat” syndrome. The teacher will use his or her preferred
system, whether syllabication or counting. Chanting of the rhythm while using
movement should precede the reading of the melodies.
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Section 1. Tonic Chord Melodies
A. Major Tonalities

G Major: Do Mi So chord
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